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P, N. Fedoseev 


THE SOVIET PEOPLE AS BUILDERS OF COMMUNISM* 


In the scientific study of historical processes, the Marxist po- 
sition that the masses of the people are the agent of history has 
become a primary truth, As an initial methodological directive 
it stands opposed to every type of attempt to represent history 
as a process whose participants divide sharply into two funda- 
mentally different groups — historical figures whose deeds 
shape the course and results of the historical development of 
society, and the rest of the people, who are the ''passive matter" 
of history, capable only of inert resistance to the changes that 
are taking place. 

Of course, under certain concrete historical conditions, such 
as under conditions of class antagonism, most of the members 
of society do, in fact, find themselves unable to actualize to the 
full the creative potentials they possess. Commenting upon this 
and emphasizing its transient nature, Marx wrote, ''The devel- 
opment of the abilities of the 'human' species, although initially 
it occurs at the expense of a majority of human individuals and 
even of entire classes of men, in the final analysis destroys that 
antagonism and coincides with the development of each separate 
individual...."’ (1) 


*Russian text © 1977 by ''Pravda" Publishers. ''Sovetskii 


narod — stroitel' kommunizma,"' Voprosy filosofii, 1977, no. 7. 
The author is a member and Vice-President of the USSR 
Academy of Sciences. 
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The unhistorical and subjectivist nature of the attempts to 
which we have referred therefore does not lie in the fact that 
they reflect the simple truth that one or another component of 
humanity is removed from participation in sociocultural prog- 
ress under the conditions of an antagonistic society, but in ele- 
vating that truth to an absolute, in interpreting the alienation of 
the masses from the making of history as an inevitable, inher- 
ent, "natural" characteristic. Such efforts totally ignore the 
practical revolutionary activity of the masses and their deci- 
sive role in the revolutionary transition to qualitatively new his- 
torical levels of society. 

The metaphysical distinction between and counterposing of the 
active subject who accomplishes a historical act to the allegedly 
passive mass is characteristic of bourgeois philosophical and 
sociological thought at the most diverse levels of social analy- 
sis. Specifically, one of its consequences has turned out to be 
the interpretation of the achievements of world civilization ex- 
clusively as the result of the historical efforts of a limited group 
of "superior" peoples or races relative to which the bulk of the 
peoples of the world appear in the role of social and cultural 
"outsiders" capable, at best, of merely borrowing and assimi- 
lating the products of the civilization of the advanced countries. 

In opposition to such elitist concepts of history, the Marxist 
theory of social development emphasizes that each people makes 
its contribution to the historical progress of humanity. Of 
course, the achievements of each people have been. prepared by 
the entire course of the progressing development of humanity, 
and are gained with the support of the advanced social forces of 
the entire world. But it is precisely this circumstance that is 
the decisive argument in favor of the Marxist understanding of 
the active subject in history. It testifies to the illusory nature 
of those notions that identify progress with merely a sum of au- 
tonomous, isolated efforts by separate peoples — notions that do 
not take into consideration the complex and mediated mechanism 
of the societal role of concrete regional and ethnic communities 
in the creation of new social and cultural values of humanity. 

Naturally, this does not imply an egalitarian, impersonal per- 
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ception of the course of world history nor denigrate the histori- 
cal mission of a given people that has enriched world civiliza- 
tion with its achievements. Evaluation of the real contribution 
of peoples and countries to the sociocultural progress of human- 
ity is, from the standpoint of Marxist-Leninist methodology, a 
significant factor in all historical knowledge. 

We may justly pride ourselves on the fact that all the most 
important events of the twentieth century are indissolubly con- 
nected with the revolutionary struggle and creative activity of 
the Soviet people. Led by the party of Lenin, the proletariat of 
the Russian Empire, in alliance with the multinational peasant 
masses, waged the Great October Socialist Revolution. Thus the 
revolutionary people of Russia inaugurated the epoch of human- 
ity's transition from capitalism to socialism and communism 
and became the recognized standard-bearer of social progress. 

"The October Revolution,'' we read in the resolution of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU "On the Sixtieth Anniversary of 
the Great October Socialist Revolution" [ O 60-i godovshchine 
Velikoi Oktiabr'skoi sotsialisticheskoi revoliutsii], "is a socio- 
political event whose grandeur is revealed more profoundly and 
sharply with each new step taken by humanity on the path of so- 
cial progress." 

A socialist society has been built in our country by the heroic 
efforts of the laboring masses. The triumph of the Soviet Union 
in the Great Patriotic War is an unforgettable feat of the Soviet 
people that saved world civilization from the fascist pogrom- 
makers, a feat performed in defense of the Fatherland and in the 
interests of all humanity. The Soviet people, true to the ideo- 
logical principles of proletarian internationalism, made the de- 
cisive contribution to the birth and strengthening of the world 
system of socialism, to the great community of socialist states 
representing the main line of development of the world today. 
The contribution of the Soviet people to scientific and technolog- 
ical progress was also great. It was the first to blaze a path 
into outer space. The historical changes on our planet because 
of the deepening of the process of liberation have led to the final 
collapse of the system of colonial rule by imperialism and have 
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raised dozens of formerly enslaved peoples of Asia, Africa, and 
Latin America to historical creativity. 

Soviet people respect and value highly the revolutionary strug- 
gles of all freedom-loving people, above all those of the working 
class of all countries against imperialism and for peace, democ- 
racy, and social progress. 

We know that advanced people throughout the world grant the 
Soviet people its due and recognize its contribution, on the scale 
of world history, to the revolutionary renewal of the life of the 
world. Our Soviet people, which was the first to build a devel- 
oped socialist society and to set its course toward communism, 
is seen by the toilers of the entire world as a pioneer in unex- 
plored paths of social development, as the embodiment of revo- 
lutionary optimism and revolutionary action, as a tireless fighter 
for the cause of peace and for the implementation of Communist 
ideals on earth. 

But the Great October Socialist Revolution not only repre- 
sented a turning point in the progressive development of human- 
ity but simultaneously laid the foundation for a historically new 
social and international homan community — the Soviet people, 
a community the like of which world history had never known. 

A fundamentally new form of consolidation of the masses of the 
people arose through their historical creativity, a form that re- 
vealed hitherto unseen prospects for the manifestation of their 
energy, talents, and initiative and accelerated the rates of social 
development. For the first time in history, an entire group of 
nations and peoples came to constitute a single people joined in 
a common state characterized by an integrated economic, social, 
and intellectual life, a cohesive community of basic interests, 
goals, and ideological foundations of culture. 

Of course, in the past there have been many multinational and 
multitribal states. In not one of them, however, did the tribes 
and nations constitute a single people. That was the situation, 
specifically, in tsarist Russia, where dozens of nations, peoples, 
and ethnographic groups lived side by side in a contiguous ter- 
ritory but did not constitute a community. These nations and 
peoples were joined together by force or out of need, as a mat- 
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ter of necessity, under the aegis of a dominant nation within the 
confines of a single multinational state, but remained disparate 
national or tribal communities. The national self-awareness of 
representatives of multinational states of the past was capable 
of being realized only within the confines of a rigorous counter- 
posing of ''fone's own" and “others.''' It was built on the contrast- 
ing, constantly felt by the individual, of the culture, traditions, 
and historical interests of other nations and peoples inhabiting 
the particular state. By virtue of this alone, such multinational 
associations were not capable of becoming organically integrated 
human communities. They were conglomerates of peoples, and 
any political upheaval threatened them with dissolution. 

Lenin demonstrated that the objective trend in the historical 
development of human society leads to gradual destruction of 
ethnic self-isolation, to economic, cultural, and intellectual grow- 
ing together of people, and ultimately to their mutual assimila- 
tion under world communism. 

Under imperialism, however, the intensification of the inter- 
nationalization of the entire life of society is inevitably accom- 
panied not only by exacerbation of class antagonism but by ever 
increasing disunity of nations. The point is that, under capital- 
ism, internationalization leads to the suppression of nations that 
are oppressed and deprived of rights and to denigration of their 
culture, a result that evokes peoples' natural resistance to im- 
perialist expansion. 

Imperialism divides nations and gives rise to profound con- 
flicts in the relationships among them, for it is based on a sys- 
tem of economy and social relationships involving exploitation 
of the masses of the people and oppression of the nations de- 
prived of equal rights. It is precisely for this reason that such 
multinational imperialist structures as the British Empire, the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and the Dutch and Portuguese co- 
lonial powers were doomed to fall apart. Every one of them was 
destroyed, one way or another, in one or another context of spe- 
cific causes. This also explains the sharp interethnic and racial 
contradictions that lead to exacerbated struggle in the United 
States, England, Canada, Belgium, the Netherlands, and other 
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capitalist states. 

An organic unification of nations and peoples into a single 
community occurred for the first time in our country — the 
world's first nation of triumphant socialism. 

The working class has played an outstanding role in the go- 
cialist changes that solved the nationalities question and shaped 
the new historical community. It has firmly taken a leading place 
in the lives of all the socialist nations. The growth of working- 
class cadres everywhere and the tendency for their ethnic com- 
position gradually to approach the country's makeup in nation- 
ality are the foundation for further strengthening friendship 
among peoples and increasing their internationalism. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, which provides unity 
of goals and actions for the working people of all nationalities, 
is the ideological inspirer and political organizer of the Soviet 
people. It rallies the Soviet people under the banner of prole- 
tarian internationalism and organizes and coordinates their 
creative efforts in economic, cultural, and political development. 
The Communists throughout the Soviet nation and of each Soviet 
republic serve as standard-bearers of internationalism; they are 
the vanguard of the Soviet people as a new historical community. 

The leading, organizing, and cementing role of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union in founding and developing the new his- 
torical community — the Soviet people — is determined by all 
of its practical political activity aimed at building a society of 
complete social and international homogeneity. Being a volun- 
tary alliance of like-thinking Communists, members of all the 
nations and nationalities populating our country, the Party itself 
is a model of the truly internationalist relationships and norms 
that have taken shape in socialist society. It conducts consistent 
activity aimed at finally overcoming the vestiges in people's 
minds of ethnic preconceptions and prejudices and at shaping in 
each Soviet person a Marxist-Leninist world-view within which 
socialist internationalism is an inseparable and key principle. 
In developing the creative initiative of the masses of the workers, 
the Communist Party poses tasks of vital importance to all the 
nations and nationalities, requiring joint efforts on the part of 
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the entire Soviet people. The real relationships of economic, 
social, political, and intellectual unity that have been shaped in 
the course of building socialism and communism directed by the 
CPSU constitute the objective basis that stimulates the emer- 
gence among members of various ethnic groups of a conscious- 
ness of their organizational affiliation to a new, international, 
human community — the Soviet people. 

Naturally, the question arises as to what are the qualitative 
features of this new historical human community and, particu- 
larly, of the relationship between the international and national 
in the life, activity, and development of the Soviet people. 

It would be a mistake to hold that the Soviet people has, in its 
capacity as a new historical community, acquired some sort of 
distinctive and specific ethnic features that thus compete with 
the ethnic characteristics that distinguish a human being as a 
representative of some particular nation and replace the latter. 
Such a view would inevitably mean that any step along the path 
of further development and strengthening of the Soviet people 
would lead to automatic elimination of national communities. 
But the Soviet people is not a phenomenon of the same order as 
the "old" nations and nationalities: it is characterized by other 
parameters, other dimensions, other levels of manifestation. 
Yet the Soviet people is not some distinctive supranational su- 
perstructure, some purely external clip holding different national 
groups together. Its components are real, living, developing 
nations and nationalities, but not a mechanical combination of 
separate components. The Soviet people is, one can say, an in- 
tegral and living social organism. Therefore, the relationship 
of international and national here represents a dialectic of the 
whole and its components and, to be more exact, of the univer- 
sal and the individual. For the very components of this whole 
are independent and viable social structures that arose in the 
course of history and acquired a high level of development in 
the course of building the new socialist society. 

Were one to attempt to characterize this dialectic of the whole 
and its parts on the level of ethnic self-awareness, one could say 
the following: for an individual to identify himself as a member 
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of a given nation no longer absolutely requires that he perceive 
the world in the form of division between "our own" and "others,'” 
a framework within which other nations are defined principally 
via negation, negatively. The world of other nations becomes of 
itself a value for each national consciousness — a value both in 
what is common to all nations and in what proves to be the dis- 
tinct contribution of one or another nation to the treasury of cul- 
ture, Therefore, in particular, the oneness of the Soviet people 
as a historical community is revealed not only at the level of the 
universal, of what is repeatedly manifested, but at that of the 
distinctive, the ethnically unique. Only with such an approach do 
the national and international elements in the life of the Soviet 
people cease to be perceived as "essences" existing alongside 
each other; only then do they actually present themselves in 
their organic unity, their dialectical unity. 

All pre-Soviet history testifies to the fact that the process of 
unifying people into a new society has been, simultaneously, one 
of "locking" theminto a newethnicisolation. Thedevelopment of 
a Soviet people testifies to the emergence of a newhistorical law. 

The Soviet people, a new historical community, does not sep- 
arate itself from the people of other socialist states and from 
the nationalities populating them but, on the contrary, creates a 
convergence of the nations and peoples of the Soviet Union with 
those of the other socialist nations. 

That is why we say that the Soviet people constitutes a his- 
torically new social and international community that does not 
erect any ethnic barriers between peoples but presents a model 
of integral unification of peoples of different nations while pre- 
serving the very nations and peoples themselves, in their unique- 
ness. Moreover, the Soviet people as a new historical commu- 
nity serves as an effective and highly fertile entity within which 
the development and flourishing of the material and intellectual 
powers of each nation, each people, can take place. 

In this connection the question arises asto the degree to which 
the universal patterns and tendencies in the building of socialism 
and communism were reflected in the historical experience of 
the shaping of the Soviet people as a form of consolidation of the 
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nations and nationalities inhabiting our country. 

Of course, the processes of internationalization of the life of 
society at the level of relationships among states have a number 
of significant features that distinguish them from corresponding 
processes that occur within the bounds of a single state. Never- 
theless, it may be asserted with confidence that each socialist 
nation acquires, in the course of its development on the road to 
communism, universally significant and, one might say, cross- 
national features that cause it to converge with other peoples 
living in other states. 

It is thus that the necessary premises are created for the 
birth of new historical communities whose components are sov- 
ereign states that regulate their relationships on the basis of in- 
ternational treaties and obligations. As an example of this, one 
may cite the world socialist community, whose unifying princi- 
ple is its common forms of property, of social and political 
structure, its common ideological foundations of the life of the 
spirit, its unity of interests and ultimate goals of development, 
fraternal relationships of collaboration and mutual aid built on 
the principle of socialist internationalism. 

The real experience of world socialism is constantly enrich- 
ing our notions regarding the concrete paths and methods for 
internationalization of the public life of the socialist countries. 
But no matter how diverse these paths and methods may be, they 
necessarily presume that socialist nations (both multinational 
and in mononational states) develop or assume international fea- 
tures while, at the same time, retaining their ethnically specific 
distinctions. Therein is manifested that common factor which 
characterizes the dialectics of the national and international in 
the development of socialist nations and peoples. 

The decisive feature in the shaping and development of the 
Soviet people is the fact that it is occurring on the basis of the 
movement toward social homogeneity and, at the same time, to- 
ward the unity of nations. It is specifically the discovery of the 
deep dialectics of gradual erasure of the differences among the 
major social groups and the further convergence of all the na- 
tions and nationalities of our country that serves as the starting 
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and fundamental point in analysis of the new human historical 
community and makes it possible to demonstrate the fundamental 
difference between socialist internationalization and processes 
of internationalization of the life of society under the conditions 
of capitalism. 

The organic interconnection and reciprocal conditioning of the 
aspects of the building of socialism to which we have called attention 
above may be traced throughout the entire history of our society. 

As we know, on the eve of the October Revolution, the peoples 
of tsarist Russia stood at different levels of development and 
were marked by a variety of dominant socioeconomic systems 
and relationships. Whereas among a majority of the more pop- 
ulous ethnic groups of the European portion of Russia (the Rus- 
sians, Ukrainians, Belorussians, and Baltic peoples) capitalism 
had already developed, and the various groups had formed them- 
selves into nations, many peoples of Central Asia were essen- 
tially only in the stage of feudalism, and most of the peoples of 
the North (Evenki, Chukchi, Nentsy, and others) were at the level 
of the patriarchal and clan system. They lived in small clan- 
and-tribal groups, were not familiar with modern production, 
and engaged in hunting, fishing, and reindeer-breeding. 

Leninist nationality policy, based on the principles of prole- 
tarian internationalism, assured, over the years of Soviet power, 
a universal economic upsurge among all the ethnic communities 
of our country. The struggle to eliminate such a challenging 
heritage left by tsarist Russia as the vast differences in the eco- 
nomic and social development of the peoples began immediately 
after the triumph of the socialist revolution. As a consequence 
of the industrialization of the entire country and the collectiv- 
ization of agriculture, together with the assistance rendered to 
the formerly lagging peoples by the more developed nations, this 
inequality was abolished. USSR-wide socialist ownership of the 
means of production, planned development of the economy, ra- 
tional distribution of the forces of production, and a unitary eco- 
nomic policy made possible a harmonious combination of growth 
in the internal economies of all the constituent and autonomous 
republics with the economic development of the Soviet Union as 
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a whole. The scientifically based division of labor among the 
republics and regions, involving subcontracting of work and de- 
liveries of products from one republic to another, led to the 
creation of stable economic relationships among the Soviet so- 
cialist nations and peoples. Commenting upon these profound 
changes in the country's economic life, L, I. Brezhnev, General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the CPSU, in his report 
to the May 1977 Plenum of the Central Committee, observed 
that, as a result of them, "equality of nations in our country has 
become not merely a matter of law but reality. All our repub- 
lics, including those that had previously lagged economically and 
culturally, have now attained a high level of development. At the 
same time, the economy of each republic has been transformed 
into an indissoluble part of a single economic complex." 

Socialism not only accelerates the development of the produc- 
tive forces but also creates new, higher and more progressive 
social relationships among human beings in all the spheres of 
their life. 

The creation of the socialist economic system in the USSR 
produced a fundamental transformation in the character of 
people's interactions in the process of social production. An 
end was put forever to the class antagonism that necessarily 
inhered in the preceding system of exploitation. The emergence 
of a class commonality of those who work, a society of creators 
and builders whose vanguard social force was and is the working 
class, was assured. 

At the same time, the Soviet people personifies not only the 
indissoluble alliance of the working class, the collective-farm 
peasantry, and the people's intelligentsia but the international 
unity of all socialist nations and peoples. On the basis of this 
attained unity and its further advance to social homogeneity, 
close and fruitful international collaboration among the Soviet 
nations and peoples is developing. At the same time, as has al- 
ready been noted, this does not destroy what is distinctive toa 
nationality, does not eliminate national characters, but presumes 
that nations will draw closer to one another as they flourish, and 
that the common features of the socialist way of life will emerge. 
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At the present stage of developed socialism and the building 
of communism, social and international unity have risen to a new 
level, as has the monolithic character of the Soviet people; and 
the creative capacities of the productive energy of the masses 
of the people have manifested themselves even more fully. The 
relationship between the level of social homogeneity and the de- 
gree to which it has advanced along the path of further strength- 
ening the international unity of socialist nations and peoples to- 
day stands revealed with particular clarity, as does the intimate 
interweaving of tendencies and patterns defining the direction 
and nature of development of the individual republics, nations, 
and peoples and characterizing the progress of socialist society 
as a whole. Thus, the development of the social homogeneity of 
the Soviet people under the conditions of developed socialism is 
a general pattern. But it is also a pattern of development of 
each nation, each people of the Soviet land. In each republic a 
process is under way of convergence of socialist classes and 
social groups from the standpoint of their relationship to the 
means of production, the character of their labor, their level of 
culture and technology, the scale and forms of payment for labor, 
and the conditions of daily existence. A rise in the proportion 
of the working class to the whole and a strengthening of its alli- 
ance with the collective farm peasantry and the people's intelli- 
gentsia have become characteristic of all peoples. Under the 
conditions of developed socialism a significant equalization of 
the proportions of the principal social groups in the Soviet re- 
publics has occurred. 

At the same time, the entire historical experience of the 
building of socialism testifies that movement toward complete 
unity of nations is occurring by means of consistent convergence 
of the nations on the basis of internationalization of all aspects 
of the country's social existence. 

As the building of communism has developed, collaboration 
among nations and peoples in the sphere of economic activity 
has increased. Implementation of immense economic programs 
is now not a matter of individual events to marvel at, but is the 
general trend in the comprehensive development of our economy 
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at the stage of developed socialism. Suffice it to recall such 
stupendous undertakings as the building of the Baikal- Amur 
Railroad and the economic mastering of the enormous territory 
through which it runs, the development of the Central Non-Black- 
Earth zone, the creation of the Angara-Enisei economic com- 
plex, and a long list of similar accomplishments. The estab- 
lishment of geographic industrial complexes embracing more 
than one constituent and/or autonomous republic and/or region 
is characteristic of the new stage of development of the produc- 
tive forces and the internationalization of economic life. 

The development of the economy of Central Asia, in the past 
so economically backward a borderland, lacerated by ethnic en- 
mities as it was but half a century ago, is a striking example of 
the internationalization of the country's economic life and of the 
rising influence of this factor on the convergence of nations. 
New forms of utilization of energy and water resources are an 
expression of the internationalization of economic life in Cen- 
tral Asia and Kazakhstan. The creation, by combined efforts, 
of gigantic electric power plants and the establishment of a pow- 
er grid for the entire territory of Central Asia and Kazakhstan, 
with its linkage to the USSR-wide network, the joint construction 
of reservoirs and complicated hydraulic engineering structures, 
the socialized distribution and utilization of water resources — 
all constitute one of the most important aspects of the interna- 
tional economic complex that has been created in that region and 
clearly testify to the ever more intimate collaboration among 
nations in economic life. 

The creation of such enormous hydroelectric plants as the 
Toktogul and Nurek, with their enormous economic significance 
for all the Central Asian republics, is a vivid manifestation of 
the principle of internationalism in economic life. Nevertheless, 
their international significance is not limited to strictly econom- 
ic benefits. Multi-ethnic work forces built these gigantic struc-~ 
tures as they did other similarly international projects. The at- 
titudes of comradely mutual aid that arose in the process of 
working together, the recognition on the basis of concrete prac- 
tical deeds of the unity of goals and interests of the diverse na- 
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tions and peoples of socialist society, the shaping of common 
traditions and norms of everyday existence, the development of 
feelings of internationalism and brotherhood of peoples are, 
taken together, by no means the least important social effect of 
such economic undertakings. 

It must be stated outright that under conditions of capitalism, 
the implementation of such measures would inevitably have led, 
and does lead, in the final analysis, to ethnic hostilities and 
sharp clashes. 

Socialist public property makes it possible to take the inter- 
ests of all nations into consideration as well as the needs of the 
country as a whole, and the various problems that arise are re- 
solved in a spirit of collaboration. 

Of course, elements of localism may manifest themselves 
under socialism. We recognize that in view of the multinational 
population of the country, such currents may take on a national- 
ist coloration and acquire the character of interethnic frictions. 
But the leading role of the Communist Party and the internation- 
alism of its ideology and politics exercise dependable counter- 
action against such undesirable excesses. 

An important factor in the further internationalization of the 
life of society under the conditions of developed socialism is the 
progress of science and technology of our day, which objectively 
demands further cohesion of the Soviet people as a social com- 
munity and deepens and expands the collaboration among nations 
and peoples in the spheres of production and scientific research. 

In a certain sense, the development of science is the most sat- 
isfactory model for the processes of internationalization of the 
life of society today. On the one hand, science, being of univer- 
sal significance, presents itself directly as a universal human 
value. On the other hand, the growth of scientific knowledge and 
the scope of scientific research demands further broadening and 
deepening of the specialization and subdivision of the creative ef- 
forts of researchers indifferent countries and geographic regions. 

The past decade has seen a considerable rise in the propor- 
tion of research that is done in the constituent republics. Ina 
number of branches of scientific knowledge, regional research 
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institutions have been transformed into leading centers of research 
that determine the general level and state of treatment of the 
most important problems of theory and economics in the country. 

At the present stage of development of socialist society, the 
revolution in science and technology entails qualitative changes 
in the technology and organization of production and intensifies 
its socialization, concentration, and internationalization. Under 
the influence of the revolution in science and technology, the 
economic basis and economic life of different nations come to 
level out more and more and become increasingly interrelated. 
New branches of industry are growing rapidly in the ethnic re- 
publics, and the scientific and engineering capabilities of the 
workers of all nations are simultaneously rising. 

It should be noted that in the world capitalist system the rev- 
olution in science and technology is exacerbating ethnic prob- 
lems and leading to an intensification of the competition among 
peoples. The industrially developed capitalist countries are 
employing the achievements of science and technology to enslave 
the underdeveloped countries and carry out a neocolonialist policy. 

Under socialism, on the contrary, progress in science and 
technology is a powerful factor in the international integration 
of production. It raises the level of socialization of productive 
forces on the scale of the state as a whole and promotes the de- 
velopment of, and fraternal collaboration among, nations. But 
the operation of this factor, facilitating the convergence of na- 
tions under the conditions of socialism, does not proceed auto- 
matically. Like any other process in the building of socialism, 
it is characterized by an enhancement of the subjective factor, 
and demands constant improvement in the scientific management 
of social development and a rise in the creative activity of the 
masses and in the growth of their consciousness and level of culture. 

The culture of the masses of the people on the one hand deter- 
mines the rates, grounds, and depth of the real processes of 
convergence of nations and, on the other hand, represents one 
of the spheres of the life of society in which the dialectics of the 
national and international acquires particular complexity. 

Along the road toward total unity of nations, the interaction 
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and interpenetration of national cultures grow stronger. Their 
international features increase and take root. They are mutu- 
ally enriched. USSR-wide culture develops as the common in- 
ternational culture of all the socialist nations. Yet the possi- 
bilities of assimilation of values of other ethnic cultures and the 
degree of receptivity to them are by no means some kind of con- 
stant, but depend on the level to which an individual has assimi- 
lated his own ethnic culture and the level of that culture's de- 
velopment. Historical experience shows that the richer the cul- 
tural traditions of nations, the more receptive they are to the 
values of other cultures and the more intensive is the process 
of enrichment of their own cultures via contacts with other na- 
tions and nationalities. The convergence and interpenetration 
of national cultures on the basis of the flourishing of each — 
this is the real dialectics of the national and international in the 
sphere of the intellectual life of socialist society. 

We know that culture is a most important element of national 
development, a form, as it were, of the self-expression of na- 
tions and peoples. A profound dialectics of the universal and 
particular exists in the development of culture. The developing 
USSR-wide culture serves as an international synthesis of na- 
tional cultures. This creative synthesis is possible by virtue 
of the common ideological basis of the national cultures. This 
common foundation is provided by socialist ideology, the Marx- 
ist-Leninist world-view. 

The shaping of the new historical community that is the Soviet 
people promotes the spread of the language of cross-national 
communication. The Russian language has come to play that 
role. But just as the culture common to the Soviet people as a 
whole does not absorb and infringe upon national culture but 
promotes its flourishing, the language of cross-national com- 
munication does not diminish but raises the role of ethnic lan- 
guages, expanding their social functions. 

Internationalization also embraces the sphere of everyday 
existence, the norms of daily behavior of people of various na- 
tions. The Soviet people integrates and synthesizes all that is 
best and advanced, all that is produced by all nations and peo- 
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ples, and at the same time spreads these achievements among 
the whole multinational population of the country. 

Internationalization of the way of life as a whole is occurring 
in developed socialist society. Under today's conditions, despite 
the preservation of ethnic, local, and group features, traditions, 
forms of community, and the like, a single socialist way of life 
that is common to the entire Soviet people and defines the most 
significant, the most important manifestations of their life ac- 
tivity has taken root, and binds them into a single, organic com- 
munity. At the same time, internationalism as a form of relat- 
ing to the ambient social reality, as a norm of behavior of So- 
viet people, has become a most important principle and signifi- 
cant characteristic of the socialist way of life. 

The socializing work of the Communist Party and its multi- 
faceted activity in shaping the new person who possesses Com- 
munist consciousness and high moral qualities, and who exer- 
cises initiative at work and in public life, plays an enormous 
role in harmoniously combining the international and national in 
the process of development of the Soviet people. In the range of 
tasks involved in education toward communism, the Party pays 
great attention to the development and proper combination of 
ideas and feelings of socialist internationalism and patriotism. 
Organic unity between principles of internationalism and patri- 
otism in people’s minds and behavior is a most important con- 
dition for the successful implementation of Leninist nationality 
policy. The Soviet people is characterized by a sense of USSR- 
wide national pride that does not counterpose it to the peoples 
of other countries but helps in overcoming nationalist prejudices 
and serves the cause of strengthening international ties. 

One of the most important trends in the internationalization 
of the life of society under the conditions of developed socialism 
is further improvement of the political organization of Soviet 
society, which involves the consistent expansion and deepening 
of socialist democracy. 

The draft of the new Constitution of the USSR, published for 
discussion by the entire people, does more than merely define 
the basis on which that new historical community, the Soviet 
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people, arose. It also establishes the principles of state organi- 
zation of Soviet society and of the lives and activity of Soviet 
people. It fixes their rights and duties in legislative terms. The 
draft of the Constitution is a newand exceedingly rich source for 
scholarly study of the historical path traversed, the great results 
achieved, and the prospects open before the Soviet people. 

Leonid Il'ich Brezhnev's report to the May Plenum of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU presented a sweeping picture of 
the profound changes that have occurred throughout our society 
in the four decades since the Constitution of 1936 was adopted. 
The rising social homogeneity of Soviet society is the common 
denominator of all these changes, as Brezhnev emphasized. The 
propositions advanced in that report with respect to the gradual 
erasure of the differences between the fundamental social groups 
and the further convergence of all the nations and nationalities 
of our country are basic points of departure for the analysis of 
that new historical community of human beings — the Soviet peo- 
ple — at the present stage of development of our society. 

The proposition, written into the draft of the new Constitution 
of the USSR, that our state is a state of the entire people and ex- 
presses the will and interests of the working class, peasantry, 
and intelligentsia, of all its nations and nationalities, is testi- 
mony to the comprehensive development and strengthening of the 
Soviet people as a social and international community. "The 
solution, in the draft, of questions pertaining to the mode of or- 
ganization of statehood for national entities,’ Brezhnev com- 
mented in his speech at the May 1977 Plenum of the Central 
Committee of the CPSU, "provides a genuinely democratic com- 
bination of the common interests of the multinational union and 
the interests of each of the republics constituting it and assures 
all-round flourishing and undeviating convergence of all the na- 
tions and nationalities of our country." 

Under socialism, internationalization is combined with the 
consolidation and development of nations, with the flourishing 
of national cultures within the common channel of USSR-wide 
culture. Precisely for that reason there is no contradiction be- 
tween the internationalization of the life of society and the de- 
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velopment of socialist nations, for within the confines of the new 
historical community composed of the Soviet people, both of these 
tendencies are organically combined, mutually supplementing 
and reciprocally strengthening each other. 

Under the conditions of socialism, the independence of the re- 
publics and, at the same time, their intimate unification on 
grounds of equality do not contradict each other. The Soviet 
state, constituting the one socialist Fatherland of all the nations 
and peoples within its confines, expresses, at the same time, the 
interests and strivings of each of them separately and of all of 
them together. 

Historical experience has demonstrated the viability of the 
federal structure of the USSR. The Soviet Federation rests on 
principles of proletarian internationalism and voluntary unifica- 
tion and equality of all members of the federation. It differs 
fundamentally from a bourgeois federation, the latter being a 
form of dictatorship by the capitalists, established by violence, 
oppression, and wars, and based on the inequality of nationali- 
ties and races. 

The national statehood of the peoples of our country is devel- 
oping and maturing. In the course of the building of communism, 
the constituent and autonomous republics, the autonomous re- 
gions and national areas are playing a constantly more impor- 
tant role in the development of socialist nations and nationali- 
ties and, at the same time, in strengthening their international 
features and reinforcing this new historical community of Soviet 
people. Specifically, this has found reflection in the proposition, 
contained in the draft of the new Constitution, that republics have 
the right to participate in the solution, by the USSR-wide bodies, 
of questions within the jurisdiction of the Union, and have the 
right to propose legislation to the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 
At the same time, the progressing convergence of the nations 
and nationalities of the USSR poses the task of further reinforc- 
ing the unified basis of our state. 

The unity of the Soviet people is a dynamic motive force. Un- 
der the conditions of the struggle between the two systems, its 
influence on the course of world development rises. Thanks to 
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the monolithic unity of the Soviet people, the authority and polit- 
ical weight of the Soviet Union in international affairs are in- 
creasing. The Communist Party of the Soviet Union is making 
an enormous contribution to the strengthening of the interna- 
tional positions of the Soviet people and to creating favorable for- 
eign- policy conditions for the building of communism. Thanks 
to the internationalist policy of the CPSU and the fraternal par- 
ties, the world system of socialism is becoming stronger and 
stronger. The process of economic integration of the socialist 
states, which today emerges as a historical pattern of the de- 
velopment of world socialism, is expanding. 

The stupendous rise in the international authority of the Land 
of Soviets demonstrates the force of the principles of interna- 
tionalism. The relationships of fraternal friendship and mutual 
aid among the countries of the socialist system, their assistance 
to the world workers' and national liberation movements, their 
assistance to the general democratic struggle for maintenance 
and strengthening of peace — all this serves as a real manifes- 
tation of the internationalist essence of the Soviet people as a 
new historical community, and is an example of the new rela- 
tionships among nations and peoples that socialism entails, 


Note 


1) K. Marx and F, Engels, Soch., vol. 26, part I, p. 123. 


